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TOWN HALL

| HABS No. NY-4116 -

Salen Center, Westchester County, New York

Owner:

Town of HNorth Salem

Date of Erection:
1765
Architect:
Unknown
Builder:
Stephen De Lancey

Pregsent Condition:

Falr

Number of Stories:

Two stories and attic

Matarials of Construction:

Foundations -~ gtone

Exterior walls - stud and clapboard

Interior walls - stud and plaster (originally)

wood

Floors

L

Roof wood shingles on wood jolsts
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Engraving - Bolton, "History of Westchester Co." (1905), Vol. I,

p. 764
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Additional Data:
Year: Record: ' " Referemce:
1697 June 17. Royal charter to Stephanus Van Cortlandt Bolton's "Hietory
for the Manor of Cortlandt (which included the area of Wesﬁeh%gt,
of the later Town of North Salem). Co.", 4 ~98 &
733
1699 Aug. 8. Confirmation deed from the Indisns for Ibid.; 93 & 733
land (which included North Salem}, obtainsd by
- 8tephanus Van Cortlandt from Sachima-~Wicksr,
Sachen of the Kightswonek Indlana.
1700 XNov. 26. Stephanue Van Cortlandt died, bequeathing Ibid., 101 - 105,&
the entire property to his eleven children by will 734
dated April 14, 1700. -
1734 The devisees and legal heirs of those who had died Ibid., 105 - 108, &
partitionsd the property smong themselves. Lots 734755
No. 9 and 10, which ineiunded North Salem, were given
to John Schuyler (Lot No, 9) and to Stephsn Delancey
(Lot No. 10), the latter being hueband of Anns Van
Cortlandt.Delancey in turn (having becoms veeted in
Lot No. 9) devised all the property to his eldest
son, Jemes De lencey, Chief Justics of New York
Province.
1744 Decembsr 29. James De lancsy left his property Ibid., 735;
{all lands in the Town of North Salem) to his son Scharf, "Hist. of
Stephen. The property was divided into 36 lote or Westchester Co.,"
farms and rented to farmers on long-term leaeee, I:133
This area wae at this time called "De lancey Town,."
1770 The building was erected during this periced. Bolton, I:763;
Seharf, IX:530
Prior to this dats Stephen De lLancey erscted the
bulldipg which was used as his residsnce for many .
years. It was never completely finished as a rssi-
dsnce,
1776~ Ths building was used ae jail and court house for Bolton, I:765;
1783 the detention and trial of Toriss during the Revo- Scharf, II:530
lution.
1781 For two days this building was used as a head- Bolton, I:765
guarters for the French gensral, Rochambsau, and
his officers.
1786 The bullding was converted into "The North Salem Scharf, 11:530;

Acaedemy" by a company of townspeople of Salem Bolton (1848),
Center and adjacent towne, I1:476

In Bolton's first edition of his mistory of
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Additional data (ocontinued)

Westcheeter Co. (1848), I1:476, ie a view of the
Academy. Scharf describes 1% ip his hietoxy of
the County in 1886.

1790 TFebruary 19. The Academy was incorporated as Scharf, II1:530
the first. in Westchester County, and the third
in New York State. Benjamin Haight and 38 othere
applied for this inoorporation.

1801 The Academy wae placed in charge of the Rev.. Soharf, I1:530 & 31
John McNiece and had an enrollment of 80 studente.

1827 Improvemente and repaire at & possible coet of Bolton, II:784 L
$750. were made, The engraving ehows small porch Secharf, I1I1:530 & 3%
and dormer windowe probably added at thie time.

1884 June 7., Prior to this date the Acadeny was Scharf, II:531
agein ueed as a residence. The New York State
lagiglature at this time diesolved the Academy
corporation, and gave the bullding to the Town
of North Selem.

1885 March 5. The bullding wae conveyed by the Scharf, 11:531;
trueteee to the town of North Salem, snd has Liber 1084, p. 336,
8ince then been ueed ae a Town Hall and Community County Registrar's
Center. ) Qffice, White Plains,

N.YO

1937 Prior to this date (spproximately 1895) additions
apd alterations were made.

Historical Baokground:

Pre-Revolutionary Period:

The Town Hall, situated on the main highwsy at Sslem Center, New York,
wae built about 1765 by Stephen Delancey (2nd) who owned all of the present
Town of North Salem. Stephen De Lancey (2nd) was the son of James Delancey,
who hed been one of the firet governors of New York Provj.nce. The govarnorr
had been left these eubetantisl holdinga by his father, Step_lqsn DeLancey, who
had msrried into the Van Cortlandt family which had originslly owned most
of what is today Norther Westchester County. The original grant

had been obtained by old Stephanus Van Cortlandt from the Indians about
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1690, and was confirmed by them in 1699 after Governor Fletcher had com-

_ bined Van -Corﬂ.andt's holdings into g..Manbr.

The building was originslly intended as a residence. The present
plan indicates that it was typicallyCGeorgien with two rooms on either side

of the central hall, with four bedrooms on the second floor. The gambrel

of the New England type, hes

mof& vl tanbagtopmen et s of v 2o ey e

The sturdy oak trusses supporting the roof are
in turn supported by heavy wood columns that extend the full height of the

building, This is fairly typical of the construction used in this pericd,.

This reeidence was never fully completed by Stej;;han Delancey znd later wae

usged first as an academy then as a town hall.

Revolutionary Period:
During the war years the bullding was oconverted into a court-house and

jail where many Tories and B:‘citish sympathizers were sentenced angi jailed.
One of the British epies called Peine wes tried and sentenced to be executed
here. For a short period during 1781 the De lancey residence served ss a
headquarters_ for General Rochazﬁbeau and other officers of the French aruy

who were assisting Waehington. (See Bulletin Westchester Co., Hisgt. Soc.,
Jan,, 1928}

Poat Revolutionary Period:

FPollowing the war the building wes used for more peaceful purposes,
In 17686 a group of townspeople with Benjanin Haight at their head formed a
company that incorporated as the "North Salem Academy" and the residence was
converted into a school. The cupola and triple window were undoubtedly added
at this time to give the building the dignity befitting a public building.
A few years later the Academy was incorporated. It wee the third incorporated

acadenny in New York State, only Erasmus and BEast Hempton being older.
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" The Reverend Amzi Lewis was pui in charge of the Academy, and the

" roll at one time showed that 80 students attended classes. About 15 years

-__}_.atbr,. Revemnd_' John MeNiece headed the Academy, and during these yeare many

studente attended who later becams well known in the histoxy of the umation.
Axﬁong the better known were: Daniel D, Tompkins, governor of New York State
and lster Vice President in 1817; Dewitt Clinton, govermor of New York;
James Kent, LL.D., and Colomel J, N, Tallmmdge.

In 1827 sbout $750. was spent by the "company" $o make needed repaire
an__d adéitions to the bu.ilding. It may be assumed that living quarters for the
teachers were added in the attic since dormers are gshown in engravings of this
period, |

About a half century later the Academy had declined and had agein re-
vértéd'to vee a3 g residence. At the request of the Town of North Salem, the
1egi_.slature dissolved the Academy corporation and gave the building to the
Town.

It hse eince been used a8 a Town Hall and Community Center. To esrve
its new mnction, the interior has been completely chenged and some additions
and porches entirely out of harmony with the original building have been added
on the exterior. Om the firat floor the old dining-room and kitchen are now
uged a8 a library, while & court-room ie on the oppoeite eide. The original
stairs have been removed esnd the new etairs lead to the one large meeting-room
on the eecond floor, While the main linee of the originel structure are
8ti11 etending the fine workmenehip of the original building has been almost
conmpletely defaced by the "modern®™ additions.
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